
Winemakers and grape farmers from 
the Upington area, Western Cape and 
Breede River valley, were updated on the 

national plan to phase out R22 refrigerant in South 
Africa, new R1234A Aermec Chillers, Spinning 
Clone Technology in wine making and the multi 
functional Commander GSM system to remotely 
manage and control an entire farming operation 
without moving from the homestead, office or 
bakkie.

Full Control Done Remotely

The South African made Commander, can be 
programmed to automatically stop or start pumps 
located at the far end of a wine estate according 
to the water levels in a dam or advise via an SMS 
or voicemail when a pump cannot start because of 
cable theft or detect fluctuations in supply power 
voltage.

The Commander can manage operating 
hours of refrigeration compressors, signal which 
condenser fans have failed, track authorized entry 
to plant rooms, signal arrival times of refrigerated 
vehicles or control irrigation systems according to 
demand and not time

� All existing R22 
systems can be kept 

operational until the end 
of their economical life 
even well after 2020 �

The Commander has harnessed modern 
communication technology and has  unlimited 
options for the farmer, winemaker or pack house 
manager to automatically monitor and track all 
critical and operational parameters 24/365 from a 
single location.

Impact of R22 Phase Out

Many refrigeration plant or cold rooms in the 
agricultural sector, water chillers in wineries and 
cooling systems in pack houses, are charged with 
R22 refrigerant and there is a growing concern 
about the phase out of R22.

As a signatory to the Montreal Protocol, South 
Africa will limit the importation of R22, starting 
in 2013 and by 2020 will be only 65% of that 
imported in 2013.

With proper maintenance, a quick response 
to refrigerant leaks, a modification program to 
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Innovation and adaption were the focus at the third seminar  
of Wynland Verkoeling, held at Rawsonville in August 2013
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Oceana Group 
Limited appoints 

new Financial 
Director

Experienced chartered accountant Imraan 
Soomra joined the Oceana Group Limited 
in June as Group Financial Director. Soomra 
replaces Rod Nicol, who retired last month 
after 27 years with the company.

Having worked in a diverse set of 
industries during the course of his career, 
Soomra brings an innovative approach 
to Oceana’s business and has plans to 
positively impact both top and bottom 
line growth. “This role is an opportunity to 
be part of an industry leader, which has 
an enviable balance sheet and as such 
is uniquely placed to explore additional 
opportunities to deliver incremental 
shareholder returns. At the helm is 
CEO Francois Kuttel, a rainmaker and 
entrepreneur who I will enjoy partnering 
with as Oceana attempts to continue 
to deliver superior returns while being 
very aware of the need to harvest fishing 
resources in an ethical and sustainable 
manner,” Soomra said. Oceana was 
ranked number 15 in the Financial Mail’s 
200 Top Performers for 2013.

For the past three years, Soomra, 
38, held the position of Financial Director 
of Netcare Limited’s Hospital Division. 
Previously he was with Multichoice from 
2003 until 2010, where he was Head 
of Channels at Supersport International 
as well as Financial Director of MNet 
and Supersport. As head of finance and 
operations for the Fifa 2010 Soccer World 
Cup Bid Committee from 2001-2003, 
Soomra was part of the team instrumental 
in securing the event for South Africa, 
which he considers a career highlight.

 “As a South African one wants to be 
part of a South African success story, and 
as a truly empowered company Oceana 
represents that ,” Soomra said.  Oceana 
was this year rated the second M&G Most 
Empowered Company in South Africa by 
the Mail and Guardian in association with 
Empowerdex.

The Pretoria-born CA, who has also 
completed Harvard Business School’s 
Programme for Leadership Development, 
is a father of three and counts fishing and 
running among his hobbies. He is looking 
forward to exploring the Cape’s hiking trails.

prevent potential refrigerant leaks and repairs 
being done by a competent refrigeration 
technician will reduce the useage of 
R22.

“All existing R22 systems can 
be kept operational until the end 
of their economical life even 
well after 2020”. This was the 
advice given to the seminar 
by John Ackermann, editor 
of the Cold Link Newspaper.

He went on with some 
further recommendations.

“As to new systems, there 
are many options already 
commercially available but here 
is no single silver bullet for all sites 
and applications.  Before deciding on a refrigerant 
for a new system, consideration needs to be given 
to:
•	 energy	usage	(COP	–		coefficient	of	

performance) 
•	 GWP	(global	warming	potential	of	refrigerant)
•	 possibility	of	an	international	phase	out	or	

phase down by the environmentalists
	•	 legal	safety	requirements	around	the	use	of	the	

refrigerant
•	 specialized	skills,	if	any,	required	in	the	

servicing and maintenance of plant”.

Low Carbon Footprint Chillers 
from Italy

Chiller manufacturers, world wide, have made 
design changes to reduce the carbon footprint of 
operating their product.  Carlo van Wyk highlighted 
the innovative design changes by Aermec of Italy to 
reduce refrigerant leaks, improve energy efficiency 
and have a refrigerant with an ultra low GWP 
without being hazardous to operate.

Refrigerant leaks have been reduced by a 
change to plate heat exchangers of all welded 
construction.

The new generation of Aermec chillers, recently 
launched in Europe, is charged with R1234A, 
which has a GWP of only 4, which is very much 
less	than	that	of	R134a	(1430)	or	R410A	(2100)	
but requires added safety features because of a 
safety	rating	of	A2L	(mildly	flammable).		To	meet	
the safety requirements, Aermec have opted for 
dual refrigerant circuits.  With two circuits, the 
charge in each is within the limitations of EN safety  
standards.

“It is only in the last year that we started 
supplying our chillers into the wine industry and 
most have been in the 10 to 170kW range.  Europe 
has already phased out R22 in new equipment and 
hence all our AERMEC chillers are charged with 
R410A.

The R1234A chillers are presently being 
tested in the European market and will probably 
be available to the South African market in 2014.  
In 2012, we supplied in excess of 80 chillers for a 
wide range of applications and all indications are 
that the number in 2013 will exceed last years”, 
Carlo van Wyk, managing director of AERSA Air 
Conditioning. 

Third Industry Seminar

“Trends in the wine making industry is changing 
rapidly to keep pace with strong competition on the 

� Trends in  
the wine making 

industry is changing 
rapidly to keep pace 

with strong competition 
on the international  

market �
international market.  At our first seminar held in 
August 2011, we focused on power consumption 
and the chiller COPs came into play.  At our second 
seminar held in July 2012 at the Goudini Winery, 
Daikin introduced some new models of flooded 
chillers and we briefly touched on the Phase out of 
R22.  The phase out of R22 in South Africa began 
on 1 January 2013 and many of our clients have 
raised questions about the supply of R22 for the 
maintenance of their existing chillers.  This I am 
pleased we dealt with at our 2013 seminar.

Service to Wine Making Sector

Wynland Verkoeling has approximately 95 cellars, 
who they service on a regular basis in the Western 
Cape and the Upington area.  Some of these 
cellars have new R134a chillers and can have the 
peace of mind that they will not be affected by the 
phase out of R22.  All indications are that R134a 
will be readily available in South Africa for decades 
and certainly for the entire economic life of the new 
generation of chillers.

We are encouraged by the support of our 
2013 seminar and the many that attended from 
OWK, UniWines and the wineries of Slanghoek, 
Brandvlei, Fairview, Goudini, Merweda, Bonnievale, 
Settyn, Koopmanskloof, Perdeberg, Du Toitskloof, 
Durbanville Hills, Lutzville, Opstal and Ann de 
Doorns.

Besides the 45 that attended, we are also 
pleased to have had the participation of Apollo 
Air, Cone Tech and Polygon Technologies”, 
Steven Palvi, Refrigeration Technician, Wynroete 
Verkoeling. 

Carlo van Wyk, updated the seminar of the features 
of the new generation AERMEC chillers of Italy.
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